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July 16, 2020 

To Our TCSS Families, Faculty, and Staff,

In this document, you will find the Tuscaloosa County School System’s plan for Reopening Our Schools. I

encourage you to read through the entire plan. I also want to thank our system leaders who have put so

much work into creating this plan and updating it as we move forward. When the COVID-19 situation

unfolded earlier this year, our educators began the difficult work of anticipating what this school year

might look like, so we would be prepared to offer options to our families. The situation we are facing is

extremely challenging, and there are no perfect solutions for our schools or easy decisions for our

families. As you will see in our plan, there are On-Campus and Off-Campus Learning options, so families

may choose what best fits their individual situations. 

Our plan operates on the belief that it is better for our students to be at school, for in-person instruction,

if at all possible. We cannot eliminate all of the risks associated with COVID-19, especially in a school

setting. Our plan is aimed at emphasizing the health and safety of students and staff as much as

possible, with the goal of keeping our school buildings open.  

As we have learned, the COVID-19 situation changes daily. We will respond to those changes by making

any necessary adjustments to our plan. If the need for changes arise, we will communicate that directly

to you. We ask for your patience as we continue to navigate an unknown situation, together. We also ask

you to keep a close watch on all the ways you receive official communication from TCSS and from your

individual school.  

This school year, all of our On-Campus Learning students will participate in blended learning. Blended

learning is a mix of paper and digital resources. If the need arises for a COVID-related absence or

school closure, students and teachers will be better positioned to shift to remote learning until on-

campus instruction can resume. Our teachers will receive professional development on blended learning

in August, as well as throughout the year. 

Not only are our students and their families affected by the COVID-19 situation, but we realize our

educators are, as well. Leave options are in place for faculty and staff, for specified reasons related to

COVID-19.   
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Through survey data, we believe at least 70 percent of our students plan to choose On-Campus Learning,

and the great majority of our employees plan to return to their campuses. We know it is important to our

TCSS community that we are able to reopen our school buildings. I ask you to help us do that by doing

your part to fight the COVID-19 pandemic – practice social distancing, practice good hygiene, and wear

a mask.

Even with the challenges we face, I am excited about my first school year as part of the Tuscaloosa

County School System. Although it will look different than what we have known before, it is more

important than ever to meet the needs of our students and provide them an outstanding education. I look

forward to welcoming our students and educators back to school in August. 

Sincerely, 

Keri C. Johnson, Ed.D.

Superintendent
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INTRODUCTION

We have created this plan to navigate the re-opening of our schools, to reduce the impact of COVID-19

upon returning to school.  The guidelines referenced in this plan are based on guidance from the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the World Health Organization (WHO), the Alabama

Department of Public Health (ADPH), the Alabama Governor’s Office, and the Alabama State

Department of Education (ALSDE).  This plan may be modified to fit the requirements established

by updated health orders or guidance from the ALSDE or ADPH.    

This plan is not exhaustive and does not cover every scenario that may take place. This year will be a year

like no other that we have ever faced. We ask for your patience and understanding as we make it

through this year together. We will do our best to provide a clean, safe environment for your student.

There will be challenges that we will face, but we will always have the students’ and staffs’ best interests

in mind as we make decisions. We are excited as we plan to see our students on campus soon.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

This school year promises to be the most challenging we have ever faced.  Our students have needs

beyond academic needs, and we believe it is in the best interest of students to be back in school, if at all

possible.  While no plan can account for everything that may happen, our primary focus will always be

promoting the health and safety of our students and staff, as much as realistically possible in an on-

campus  setting . With that in mind, we will focus on procedures to help keep everyone well, so schools

can remain open.  

Six principles will guide all planning, decision making, and execution of plans to return to school for the

2020-2021 school year.  

We will be transparent.  We will share what we know and what we don’t know, and be clear about what

we can control and what is outside of our control. 

We will be equitable.  We will base decisions on what is best for all students, families, and educators.

We will listen.  We will bring together diverse stakeholders and experts to understand realities faced at

each school and will work together to find creative solutions. 

We will put safety first.  We will use science, data, and public health guidance and leadership to inform

the decisions we make. We will be decisive. 
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INSTRUCTION & TECHNOLOGY

TCSS has been careful to create a reopening of schools plan with an eye toward flexibility.  Our intent is

to reopen school on campus. However, our plan is contingent on the COVID-19 track as well as

compliance with any executive or statewide orders.  With this in mind, we have determined that two

options will best meet the needs of our student, while putting safety first for students and staff.

When will school begin?

Faculty/Staff will begin on August 12, 2020.

Students will begin on August 20, 2020.

Please visit tcss.net to complete registration as soon as possible, no later than July 31, 2020.  We will

contact you based on your child’s registration, on or around July 31, for you to declare that your child will

be learning on campus or from home.  If we do not have registration materials from you, we will consider

your child an on campus student.

What will school look like in August 2020?

Parents will be able to choose between On-Campus Learning and Off-Campus Learning for their

student for the 2020-2021 school year.  TCSS defines On-Campus Learning and Off-Campus Learning

as follows:

Given the size and scope of the challenge ahead, we will move deliberately to make tough decisions. 

We may make mistakes but quickly adapt as variables change. 

On-campus learning will feature a blended model, utilizing paper and digital resources. This will provide

our on-campus students and teachers daily experiences with digital learning resources. If the need arises

for a COVID-related absence or school closure, per health guidelines, students and teachers will be

better positioned to shift to remote learning, until on-campus instruction can resume again.

INSTRUCTION

ON-CAMPUS LEARNING
Instruction is in-person with the student’s teacher(s), and the student physically attends school each day.

However, all students who choose on-campus instruction will learn through a blended learning model.

Blended learning is a mix of paper, physical, and digital learning resources. This will provide our on-

campus students and teachers daily experience with digital learning resources. 

https://www.tcss.net/domain/5487
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Remote students will receive instruction from their teacher at home. This will include paper and digital

learning for grades K-2. Grades 3-12 will receive instruction digitally via Schoology and Microsoft Teams,

using the SchoolsPLP platform for instructional resources. Students choosing this option must continue for

nine-week increments.  At the end of each nine weeks, they may choose to return to school as an on-

campus learner. 

OFF-CAMPUS (OR REMOTE) LEARNING

HOW WILL EACH LEARNING OPTION WORK?

On-Campus Learning

Students will come to school and receive in-person instruction from their teacher(s). Current health

guidelines will be followed, including, but not limited to:

Students will be assigned a specific desk/table.

Classrooms will maximize floor space and space desks/tables as far apart as possible.  

Classrooms and supplies will be cleaned daily. Shared items will be minimized or eliminated to the best

extent possible. 

Field trips will be virtual.

Teachers will use digital resources regularly to ensure students are familiar with these tools in the event

that an individual student or the district must move to a remote learning option. 

Health guidelines may require On-Campus Learning students to transition to Remote Learning for a

temporary time period. This is not to be confused with Virtual Learning, which is a separate program. 

In the event of a state mandate, TCSS may be required to reduce the number of students on campus. 

TCSS may determine that on-campus students need to participate in an A/B schedule for a set period of

time to help reduce the spread of COVID-19.  

If the need arises for a COVID-related absence or school closure, per health guidelines, students and

teachers will be better positioned to shift to remote learning, until on-campus instruction can resume

again.
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Students in the "A Group" would attend On-Campus school days on Mondays and Tuesdays and would

participate in Remote Learning  the remainder of the week. All remote instruction will be led by the

students’ classroom teacher(s), via Schoology.

Students in the "B Group" would attend On-Campus school days on Thursdays and Fridays and would

participate in remote learning the remainder of the week. All remote instruction will be led by the

students’ classroom teacher(s) via Schoology. 

Classroom teachers will provide further guidance regarding remote learning expectations. Wednesday

would be used to clean schools between groups of students. All students residing at the same address

would be assigned the same schedule in order to assist families.  A & B Groups will be determined after

school starts.

Off-Campus (or Remote) Learning

The Alabama State Department of Education is providing an online instructional platform to all districts

in order to deliver high-quality instructional content to grades PreK-12. Some details about this option are

included in this section. However, we are continuing to learn more, refine specific plans for remote

learning, and receive professional development on implementing this option. We will continue sharing

more information leading up to the start of school. 

This option is not to be confused with the TCSS Virtual Learning Program (Off-Campus Learning Option

#2) that has been in place for several years. 

SchoolsPLP was selected by ALSDE as the instructional content provider. All instruction will be enhanced

by TCSS teachers with supplemental content and/or tools. Courses are integrated into the Schoology

learning management system. SchoolsPLP holds accreditation by AdvancED, Cognia, and NCAA. Multiple

instructional design models cater to multiple learning styles. Courses are aligned to Alabama standards.

Students choosing this option must continue for nine-week increments.  At the end of each nine weeks,

they may choose to return to school as an On-Campus learner.

Regular school hours will be maintained by students and staff: 8:00 AM - 3:15 PM.  

Daily attendance is required.  Students’ attendance requirement is satisfied by successful completion of

weekly progress goals. 

https://schoolsplp.com/
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Grades will be earned from assignments and entered into INow.

Teachers will post office hours on Schoology so that students and parents may seek additional

assistance.

All students will participate in all District and State-mandated assessments. 

All students will follow the Alabama State Department Student Assessment Calendar. 

All students will be assessed within the first few weeks of school to determine current skill level. iReady

will be used in grades K-8. Additional screeners may be used to assess each student's individual skill level,

and the results of all assessments and screeners will be used to drive instruction.

Health guidelines may require On-Campus students to transition to Remote Learning for a temporary

time period, until On-Campus Learning can resume. Remote learning for On-Campus students may

include: 

A/B Schedule - Attending school two days a week with remote learning three days a week. 

Extended Closure - Full Remote Learning for all students and staff.

Quarantine/extended absences - Full Remote Learning for impacted students. The student would not

be required to transition at the nine-week mark as the student is still considered an on-

campus student. They would be allowed to transition back to On-Campus Learning once their

quarantine period ends.

SchoolsPLP is brand new to most teachers in Alabama.  Prior to school starting, all TCSS teachers and

administrators will receive professional development in preparation for the use of this program.  They will

also receive additional training and support throughout the school year.
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TECHNOLOGY

The TCSS Technology Department will support Remote and Virtual Learning during the COVID-19

pandemic. If a student does not have a computer or device at home, devices will be available for

student check-out (subject to availability). These devices are to be used for educational purposes only.

Students will be required to follow the same rules and procedures that are required while on campus

when using a TCSS-owned device off-campus. 

The students will still need to have access to high-speed internet. The TCSS Technology Department is

working to provide more WIFI access points across our county. In addition, the Alabama State

Department of Education has pledged to provide WIFI on all school buses in Alabama. More information

about Internet access will be provided as it becomes available. If you need help with internet access,

contact your school principal. We will not allow lack of internet access to be a barrier to learning for our

students. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

Special education services will be provided according to students’ Individual Education Plans (IEPs) with

consideration to the TCSS Reopening Our Schools general guidance.  

The determination of revisions to any IEP will be based on students’ pathway to instruction, progress

monitoring, and parental feedback at the beginning of the school year.   

Special education services, including accommodations and related services, will be provided based on

the collaboration of special education teachers and general education teachers according

to the ongoing needs of the students.   

Parents should communicate special health considerations to the school’s nurse and with the special

education case manager. If health concerns impact the IEP, revisions may be made to ensure effective

implementation.   

TCSS will ensure general education and special education teachers will collaborate to share students’

progress monitoring to determine IEP revisions, to allow educational progress in all school platforms. 

Early Intervention transition meetings, referrals to eligibility meetings, re-evaluation meetings, and IEP

meetings may be held using a TCSS virtual platform. If a parent is unable to meet virtually due to

technology access or prefers an in person meeting, the team will arrange a meeting at the child’s school.
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Section 504 services will be provided according to students’ 504 plan with consideration to the TCSS

Reopening Our Schools plan.    

The determination of revisions to any 504 plan will be based on students’ pathway to instruction,

updated medical information, input from members of the Section 504 team, and/or data collected by

the Problem Solving Team. 

Section 504, including accommodations and related services, will be provided based on the

collaboration of Section 504 Chairperson and general education teachers according to ongoing needs

of the students.   

Parents should communicate special health considerations to the school’s nurse and with the Section

504 Chairperson. If health concerns impact the 504 plan, revisions may be made to ensure effective

implementations. 

SECTION 504

Early Intervention transition meetings, referrals to eligibility meetings, re-evaluation meetings, and IEP

meetings may be held using a TCSS virtual platform. If a parent is unable to meet virtually due to

technology access or prefers an in person meeting, the team will arrange a meeting at the child’s school.

Parents will be contacted to schedule a meeting to discuss services based on their child's Individualized

Education Program (IEP). Teachers will be given additional guidelines and strategies for meeting the

needs of Remote Learners with special needs. 

504 meetings to include referral meetings, eligibility meetings, re-evaluation meetings, and annual

planning meetings may be held using a TCSS virtual platform. If a parent is unable to meet virtually due

to technology access or prefers an in person meeting, the team will arrange a meeting at the child’s

school.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ELL)

Upon the reopening of the school district, ELL services will resume in accordance with the specialized

instructions and accommodations that are specified within the students’ Individualized English Language

Plans (I-ELPs). As part of TCSS’s reopening plan, parents and students who are uncertain or anxious

about returning to the physical school setting will be offered the option of Off-Campus Remote Learning,

approach that will include remote ELL services, which will be supplemental (and will not supplant) in their

content and approach. (In other words, ELL services will not replace general education instruction.

Rather, ELL services will build upon general education instruction and content, focusing on the language

development needed to access core content and in line with WIDA ELP standards). Otherwise, in

accordance with the procedures of the district’s overall plan for social distancing, sanitizing, and

caution, ELL services will continue face-to-face. For students opting to participate in Off-Campus

Learning, ESL services may be in the form of telephone calls or via online instruction using Microsoft

Teams. ESL services may also include online licenses to English Language Development software

programs.

ELL: OFF-CAMPUS LEARNING

ELL services for students opting for Off-Campus Learning will be focused on supplemental English

language instruction. ELL teachers and the system interpreter will offer assistance to general education

teachers; however, general education teachers are the ones who will remain responsible for core

content instruction and grading. Instruction and grading provided by general education teachers must

follow the student’s I-ELP (utilizing the I-ELP’s specific accommodations, differentiated instruction, and

alternative grading, where applicable). Special consideration regarding communication with the student

and family must be given to ELL students who utilize Off-Campus Learning.

ELL: ON-CAMPUS LEARNING

Students who attend school daily will continue to receive ELL services (as specified in the I-ELP) in face-

to-face small group settings. Small groups will follow all guidelines for social distancing and all safety

precautions given by TCSS.



ATHLETICS & EXTRA-CURRICULAR

ACTIVITIES

Tuscaloosa County Schools is implementing safe and healthy practices for all athletic and extracurricular

activities.  Each high school will implement strategies adopted by the Alabama High School Athletic

Association that will help provide a safer environment for student athletes.  Each school will

communicate plans for co- and extracurricular activities.  All students, regardless of which learning

option they choose, will be eligible to participate in after-school extracurricular and athletic

activities.   TCSS continues to monitor the AHSAA for guidance regarding athletics.  The most up-to-date

information can be found at the AHSAA web site.

The Alabama State Department of Education has recommended the use of the Alabama Department

of Public Health’s map to determine the status of schools.

A limited number of visitors will be allowed in buildings by appointment only.  To enter the building,

all visitors will be required to answer the employee screening questions, have their temperature taken,

and wear a mask.   At least during the first semester, there will be no lunch or classroom visitors. Parent

meetings will be held virtually, as feasible.
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STATUS DETERMINATION

VISITOR RESTRICTIONS

WELLNESS

https://www.ahsaa.com/
https://alpublichealth.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/b585b67ef4074bb2b4443975bf14f77d


Home Screening of Students

Home is the first, and most important, point on the screening continuum. Parents should:  

Screen and monitor their child for any signs of illness including fever, onset of cough, etc., and keep their

child home if they have any symptoms of illness. 

Keep their child at home if someone in the household is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19.

Take their child's temperature before leaving for school. Students with a temperature of 100.4 degrees

Fahreneit or above should not attend school.  Students should only attend school if they are fever-free

without the aid of medication.
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HEALTH SCREENING & PROTOCOLS

School

School staff will visually check for symptoms (which may include temperature checks) and/or confirm

with families that students are COVID-19 symptom-free. All screening information will be kept

confidential.

Employee Screening

To help prevent the spread of COVID-19 and reduce the potential risk of exposure to our employees, we

will require employees to complete a self-screening form daily upon entrance to the building.  This form

will include a temperature reading and answering a set of questions related to COVID-19 symptoms:  

Cough 

Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

Chills 

Repeated shaking with chills 

Muscle pain 

Headache 

Sore throat 

Loss of taste or smell 

Diarrhea 

Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit 

Known close contact with a person who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19  

All screening information will be kept confidential.



If the staff member or student has been in contact with someone who has the virus, the staff member or

parent should contact the individual’s healthcare provider.  Should additional measures be required,

he/she will be contacted by the Department of Public Health to begin the contact tracing protocol.
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GUIDANCE IF EXPOSED FOR EMPLOYEES & STUDENTS

Employees, please do the following:

Quarantine yourself in a specific room away from others in your home. 

Contact the following (in order of priority), let them know you have been exposed to COVID-19, and then

follow their instructions. 

a. Your healthcare provider 

b. TCSS HR department 

c. Your supervisor (Your supervisor will work with HR to determine the appropriate next steps.)

Parents/guardians, please do the following:

Quarantine your child in a specific room away from others in your home. 

Contact the following (in order of priority), let them know your child has been exposed to COVID-

19, and then follow their instructions.

a. Your healthcare provider 

b. School Nurse and administrator 

c. Teacher

SUSPECTED COVID-19

If an employee or student becomes ill on campus/district, he/she will immediately report to the

school/district nurse’s isolation room to complete the case form.   

Once the employee or student arrives at the isolation room, the nurse should immediately provide the

individual with a mask. 



TCSS - REOPENING OUR SCHOOLS
12

HEALTH PROTOCOL FOR EMPLOYEES AND STUDENTS

DIAGNOSED WITH COVID-19

-The nurse must complete the Suspected COVID-19 Case Form, call the local health authority, and seek

advice regarding transportation and location.

-The nurse and others caring for the suspected infected person should also wear a protective mask and

gloves.

-The nurse will direct the ill employee to leave work or call the parent of the student who must be picked

up within one hour. 

-In addition to all other common surfaces recently touched by the employee or student, the isolation area

and suspected employee’s or student’s work area/classroom will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected.

If an employee or student has been diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may return to work or school

when specific criteria are met. Refer to the ADPH Isolation and Quarantine Timeframes chart, included as

an appendix at the end of this document.

NOTIFICATION OF COVID-19 INFECTION

As practical, when notified of a positive test of COVID-19, TCSS will work with ADPH to inform those who

may have been exposed, without providing the person's identity who tested positive.

SOCIAL DISTANCING

Social distancing is an effective way to prevent potential infection.  TCSS employees, students, and

visitors should practice staying approximately six (6) feet away from others or eliminate contact with

others.  However, maintaining physical distance will not always be practical inside a school setting.  

Traffic flow and staff and student gatherings shall be modified to comply with directives from the

Department of Public Health.
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PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)

In order to minimize exposure to COVID-19, PPE may be needed to prevent certain exposures. 

PPE includes: 

Masks

Face masks are an important part of employee protection, as well as are personal hygiene, social

distancing, and frequent cleaning efforts.  

Under the current health order, employees are required to wear a mask when within six (6) feet of

others from another household. TCSS will provide one (1) washable face mask per employee.  ADPH will

provide three (3) additional masks per employee.  

Under the health order, amended to take effect July 16, students seven and older are required to wear

masks. We encourage students six and under to wear masks if possible, but this is not required by the

health order. The July 16 amended health order also includes an exception for anyone with a medical

condition or disability that prevents him or her from wearing a mask. ADPH will provide three (3) masks

per student. Parents/guardians may provide additional masks. 

Visitors will be required to wear a mask when permitted in the building. 

At the time school opens, we plan to follow all current state health orders, including those regarding

masks.

Gloves

Gloves will be required by school nurses, custodians, and food service workers. Please note that social

distancing should still be practiced even with the use of masks and gloves.  

In addition to using PPE, please remember to: 

-Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.  

-Use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available. 

-Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

-Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze, or use the inside of your elbow.

https://governor.alabama.gov/assets/2020/07/Safer-at-Home-Order-Mask-Amendment-7.15.2020-FINAL.pdf
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NON-COVID MEDICATION MANAGEMENT

Typical daily medication management will be done by the school nurse when possible.

Additional staff members within each building have been trained as medication assistants. In the event

that a school nurse is unable to dispense medication or see to general first aid needs, these staff

members will provide these services.

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL NEEDS OF STUDENTS AND STAFF

Counseling and mental health resources are available to students throughout the school district. Please

contact your school counselor to discuss support options available to students. All staff will be trained on

meeting the social-emotional needs of students prior to the start of the school year.

TCSS employees have access to the Employee Assistance Program.

LEAVE OPTIONS FOR STAFF

Employees may contact the Human Resources Department to inquire about leave options if they are

unable to return to work due to issues related to COVID 19. TCSS will continue to provide substitutes for

teachers who have to take leave.
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OPERATIONS & FACILITIES

Student desks and tables will be positioned apart to allow for social distancing (to the greatest degree

possible). 

Tables and desks will be arranged to avoid face-to-face interaction (to the greatest degree

possible) among students.

Employees are expected to disinfect their own personal workspace (teacher desk, phone, etc.)

throughout the day, giving special attention to commonly touched surfaces. 

All classrooms will be sanitized daily with sanitizing sprayers. 

Teachers will be provided sanitizer to use to wipe down surfaces throughout the day.

SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION

Students may participate in small group instruction within the classroom while maintaining social

distancing. Pull-out instruction for interventions may be acceptable though minimized.

SHARED WORKSPACES/OFFICES

Employees are expected to disinfect their own workspace multiple times throughout the day, giving

special attention to commonly touched surfaces.  Hand sanitizer is available throughout the workplace

and in common areas.  

CLASSROOMS

HEALTH ROOMS

The ALSDE Health Room checklist will be used to equip Health Rooms. CDC/ADPH guidelines will be

adhered to as closely as possible. Health Rooms may be relocated to allow for access to an isolation

area. The school and district nurses will advise administration on any changes to CDC recommendations

for possible impact on school buildings.
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Cleaning sprays and wipes are also available to clean and disinfect frequently touched objects such as

telephones and keyboards.  The TCSS Custodial Team will clean all workspaces at their designated

cleaning time, unless extenuating circumstances arise that require more frequent cleaning. 

Secretary/Main Office Staff and Library Media Specialist stations will have plexiglass partitions installed

on their desks to assist with social distancing.  Sanitizing sprayers will be utilized daily to disinfect

workspaces.

FACILITY CLEANING

Sanitizing sprayers have been purchased for all school sites. 

All school campuses will be sanitized on a daily basis. 

All custodial staff will be trained in cleaning procedures effective in protecting against the spread of

COVID-19 and other viruses. 

Frequently touched surfaces including light switches, doors, benches, bathrooms, and water fountains

will be cleaned throughout the day.

Signage regarding frequent hand washing, cough and sneeze etiquette, and proper use of tissues will be

placed throughout all schools. 

All staff will be trained on enhanced cleaning procedures along with required universal precautions.

Hand soap and/or hand sanitizer will be available throughout each building. 

Classrooms that have a confirmed COVID-19 diagnosis will be closed until the room can be cleaned and

sanitized. This sanitization will be done by the Custodial Team according to cleaning procedures that are

effective in killing COVID-19 and other viruses. 

All restrooms and handwashing sinks will be supplied with soap and paper towels. 

Air filters will be changed regularly.

Computer labs and libraries will be cleaned between classes with either a sanitizing sprayer or with

cleaning solution.
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TRANSPORTATION

If TCSS implemented the current social distancing guidelines of six (6) feet, our buses would be able

to transport only a very small number of passengers at a time.  Understanding that these restrictions are

not feasible, TCSS will implement the following precautions:

Parents/Guardians are our first line of protection.  They are advised to check their child’s temperature

and assess their health at home before boarding the bus.  If the child is sick, parents should keep the

child at home. 

Buses will transport students as scheduled; however, parents are encouraged to transport their children

to school if possible. 

Please encourage your child to social distance at the bus stops to minimize congregation of children

from different households. 

Buses will be sprayed with disinfectant between morning and afternoon routes. Drivers will spray high

touch areas before each route. 

Drivers will focus on cleaning handrails and high touch areas before each route.

 If a student is sick on the bus, the driver will move that student to the first seat on the passenger side of

the bus and give the student a mask to wear. The driver will inform the school when this happens.

 In the event of a positive COVID-19 test, the bus will have additional disinfectant protocols to ensure a

safe and clean environment. 

TCSS will provide bus drivers with PPE.  Students and faculty/staff will follow current state health orders,

regarding masks, on buses.

Students will have assigned seats (students should be in the same seats every day).

Unfortunately, hand sanitizer contains alcohol which is flammable, and therefore will not be provided on

the school bus.  

 Roof hatches or windows will be opened to keep fresh air circulating. A/C is allowed on special

needs buses, but there should be an attempt to have some fresh air circulating.

Bus rules, which include staying in assigned seats, hands to one's self, no eating or drinking on the buses,

will be strictly enforced to ensure as safe of an environment as possible.
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CAFETERIAS

All CNP staff will continue to be trained in proper food handling and cleaning procedures related to

stopping the spread of COVID-19. 

Cafeteria occupancy will be reduced by: 

Having students space out while seated at tables. 

Alternate locations may be utilized to allow for spaced seating. 

Schools may utilize rotating schedules to allow for eating in the cafeteria, classrooms, and outside spaces

for all students.

Individual schools may alter their lunch times in order to meet social distancing guidelines. 

Additional preventative measures to be taken: 

Students and staff will wash hands before and after meals. 

CNP staff will wear face masks/covering and gloves in accordance with current health orders and health

department regulations.  

Cafeterias and high-touch surfaces will be cleaned throughout the school day. 

Disposable plates and utensils will be used. Items that are pre-packaged by the CNP staff will be served. 

Staff and parents are encouraged to pay for meals online using My School Bucks to reduce personal

contact when exchanging money.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Students will participate in non-contact, social-distanced physical activities. 

Students in middle and high school will not dress out.  

Classes will be held outside when possible.  Each school will have an alternate location for PE for days

when the weather does not allow for outside class.

http://www.myschoolbucks.com/
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LARGE GATHERINGS

Under the current Health Order, all gatherings are subject to social distancing guidelines.  Decisions

regarding gatherings will be made on a case-by-case basis.

WATER FOUNTAINS

Drinking from water fountains will not be allowed. 

Disposable cups will be available at some water fountains. Students are encouraged to bring a water

bottle from home that can be refilled. Parents and guardians should label water bottles with their student’s

name.  There will be no sharing of water bottles.

LOCKERS

Individual schools will provide a plan regarding academic and athletic locker use, along with a plan for

regular cleaning and sanitation. PE lockers will not be issued.

SIGNAGE

Signage will be placed in all schools about frequent hand washing, cough and sneeze etiquette, and

proper use of tissues along with reminders of current health orders.

OPEN HOUSE

Open House will be held virtually. Teachers will post videos to their teacher web page to introduce

themselves and give a virtual classroom tour by August 14

Staggered open house will be offered for students new to the system or new to the school, by

appointment. Students new to TCSS should contact their school to schedule a tour.  

Pre-K and Kindergarten Open House plans will be communicated by each school.  Attendance will be

limited to the student and their parents or guardians.
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FIRST DAYS OF SCHOOL

On-campus and off-campus students will begin August 20. 

Pre-K and Kindergarten will begin school with a staggered start. Half of each class will attend on August

20, and the other half will attend on August 21. All Pre-K and Kindergarten students will attend on August

24. This will allow these teachers to spend more time teaching beginning of school and COVID-19

procedures. Parents of these students will receive more information from their school in late July/early

August. 

Parents/guardians and guests may not enter the building.   

First day entry and dismissal procedures will be communicated to students and parents by administrators.

The first few days and weeks of school will be used to assess students' skills and knowledge levels, and to

introduce students to Schoology, SchoolsPLP, and other digital resources. 

ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE PROCEDURES

Each school will communicate their arrival and departure procedures. These procedures will look

different from previous school years and will be school-specific. Please review the procedures prior to

the start of school.

TRANSITION PROCEDURES

Each school will implement procedures for transition in the building (hallways, class changes, etc.).

EXCUSES FOR ABSENCES

Students who are ill should not attend school. As possible, parents should email or fax written excuses for

absences.
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CHECK-INS

Any individual who brings a child to school in grades Pre K-8 must escort that child to the buzzer/camera

system located at the front door of the school.  Once the front office staff verifies that the student is

checking in, and the student enters the building, the individual bringing the child to school may leave.  The

student must immediately report to the office so that he/she may receive a pass to class. 

Parents/guardians should communicate with the school via email or phone call to indicate the reason for

being tardy to school. 

Students in grades 9-12 will follow the same procedures; however, an escort to the front door of the

building is not required.

CHECK-OUTS

Identity verification will continue to be a requirement for checking a student out of school.  Individuals with

documented permission on file will be allowed to check students out. All such individuals should be

prepared to present his or her driver license while waiting at the camera/buzzer system located at the

front door of the school.  Office staff will come to the front door to get the required signature for checking

a student out of school. Individuals should remain at the front door until identity is verified, student has

been signed out, and he/she exits the building.

There will be no in-state or out-of-state instructional field trips during the first semester. This will be re-

evaluated throughout the school year. 

Teachers are encouraged to use virtual field trips.

INSTRUCTIONAL FIELD TRIPS

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAMS

The Extended Day program will follow the same procedures of the school. Closures will be determined

by the school’s status and/or recommendations from health officials.
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APPENDIX A - PAGE TWO
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APPENDIX A - PAGE THREE
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